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TAGS: CASC, SOPN, SY 
SUB J : US JOURNALIST 

1 . MICHAEL TANNENBAUM, A YOUNG AMERICAN JOURNALIST WHO SAYS 
HE REPRESENTS THE KANSAS CITY STAR, THE SAN DIEGO JOURNAL, 

AND THE NEW LEADER AND IS BASED IN JERUSALEM. TOLE EMBASSY 
MAY 15 THAT HE WAS THREATENED WITH ARREST BY PLO IN 

BEIRUT. HE WAS INTERVIEWING MAHMUD LAB ADI, PLO SPOKESMAN, 

AND WAS ASKING HIM "SENSITIVE" QUESTIONSABOUT PLO MILITARY 
DISPOSITIONS WHEN LAB ADI ACCUSED HIM OF BEING A SPY SINCE 
THESE WERE NOT THE QUESTIONS OF A JOURNALIST. TANNENBAUM SAID 
HE WAS THREATENED WITH ARREST BUT TALKED HIMSELF OUT OF 
SITUATION. HE WAS THEN ADVISED BY FRIENDS TO GET OUT OF 
LEBANON AND HE CAME TO SYRIA. 

2. TANNENBAUM SAYS HIS LETTERS OF CONFIRMATION FORM THE 
NEWSPAPERS HE REPRESENTS WERE 'STOLEN" OR POSSIBLY LOST AT 
SYRIAN BORDER. HE WAS GRANTED PERMISSION TO ENTER SYRIA 
BUT HAS BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN GETTING PRESS CARD HERE. HE 
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WANTS EMBASSY TO ISSUE LETTER TO MININFO ATTESTING TO HIS 
BONA FIDES. HE SAID HE WAS WELL AND FAVORABLEY KNOWN TO 
MALIK IN BEIRUT. 

3. WE ADVISED TANNENBAUM THAT PLO PROBABLY INFORMED SYRIAN 
SECURITY OF HIS ACTIVITIES IN LEBANON AND THAT HE SHOULD 

BE CIRCUMSPECT IN HIS ACTIVITIES HERE. WE SUGGESTED HE 
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MIGHT FIND BETTER RECEPTION HERE AFTER COOLING OFF PERIOD, 

BUT TANNENBAUM DECIDED TO STAY IN DAMASCUS FOR PERIOD OF 
TWO WEEKS. HE ALSO SAID HE WANTED TO PROBE JEWISH AND 
ALAWITE COMMUNITIES AND TO TRAVEL TO EVERY CORNER OF SYRIA. 
WE ADVISED AGAINST BOTH PROJECTS DUE TO SYRIAN SENSITIVITIES. 
TANNENBAUM ALSO SAID THAT SYRIANS "WILL BE VERY UNHAPPY WITH 
ANYTHING I WRITE." 

4. WE ARE VERY CONCERNED FOR TANNENBAUMS'S SECURITY GIVEN 
HIS APPARENT LACK OF CONCERN AND BELIEF THAT HE CAN PROBE 
SYRIAN SENSITIVES WITH IMPUNITY. 

5. REQUEST EMBASSIES' TEL AVIV AND BEIRUT VERIFY TANNENBAUM'S 
BONA FIDES. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE ANY COMMENT OR ADVICE 
DEPARTMENT MAY HAVE ON HANDLING THIS MATTER. 

PELT.F.TREAU 
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